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fore he criticizes, lest his criticisms be regarded as among “ the rebuffs,” 
and born of the “ prejudice” which Dr. Warren, with rare foresight, 
anticipates in his opening sentence. 

The body of the work consists of descriptions of the varieties of her¬ 
nia? and of some of the operations devised for their radical cure. Dr. 
Warren prefers the operation by injection. The original contributions 
made by Dr. Warren, so far as the volume reveals them, consist of two ; 
1st, a modification of Heaton’s syringe, the needle to which is flattened, 
and given a spiral twist, with the idea of facilitating its introduction ; and 
2d, a herniotomy knife, with a serrated edge, which can be guarded during 
its introduction. Dr. Warren is also inclined to think that he is the dis¬ 
coverer of the fact that torn arteries do not bleed as readily as those which 
have been cleanly cut, and, on page 240, he refers to one of his commu¬ 
nications to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, where he details 
how he in the first place made traction upon certain bloodvessels and then 
divided them by a saw-like motion of the bistoury, and did not find it 
necessary to resort to ligatures ! Before such an original observer, well 
may the reviewer hesitate to pronounce a judgment. 

We feel that we have already taken up more than sufficient space by 
our notice of this book. The illustrations are quite numerous and very 
familiar, and many of them remind us of an instrument maker’s catalogue. 
Dr. Warren’s style is as marvellous as everything else about the volume, 
being involved and often ungrammatical in the highest degree. Of the 
printing and general style of get-up, it is enough to say that it is strikingly 
like the substance of the volume, S. A. 


Art. XLYIII_ Health Reports. 

1. Annual Report of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana 

for the year 1880. New Orleans, 1881. pp. 354. 

2. Annual Reports of the State Board of Health of Colorado for the 

years 1879 and 1880. Denver. 1881. pp. 134. 

3. First Biennial Report of the North Carolina Board of Health, 

1879-1880. Raleigh, 1881. pp. 201. 

1. A large part of the Louisiana Report is occupied with statements 
and opinions in regard to the outbreaks of mild yellow fever recorded in 
the National Board of Health Bulletin for October 9, 1880, and which 
Prof. Joseph Jones, with many prominent physicians of New Orleans, con¬ 
sidered to be only a variety of malarial fever, known under the local 
name of “ rice fever.” This unfortunate dispute has already been referred 
to in our columns, and we would therefore simply remark here, that the 
obvious lesson from its occurrence is in the future to secure so prompt and 
thorough an investigation, by representatives of all parties interested, of 
any “ suspicious cases,” that either there shall be no doubt as to their 
nature, or the party in error shall be conclusively condemned by the whole 
country, on the evidence of subsequent events. 

Prof. Jones contributes valuable papers in regard to the existence of 
leprosy, and of yaws in Louisiana and the other Southern States, in the 
West Indies and in Mexico. From these it appears that leprosy, which is 
now comparatively a rare disease, was so common in the Delta of the 
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Mississippi River a hundred years ago, that a special hospital for lepers 
was founded about 1785 in the rear of the city of New Orleans. Dr. 
Jones reports having observed in Louisiana about twenty cases of elephan¬ 
tiasis Grajcorum, or Oriental leprosy; five cases of elephantiasis Arabum, 
and three examples of that singular and loathsome disease, introduced it 
is believed by the slave trade, African yaws. His account is illustrated 
by four plates representing the ravages of leprosy, and the practical con¬ 
clusions in regard to the existence of this malady upon the Bayou 
Lafourche are, that a sufficient number of persons have been affected with 
the disease to render it the duty of the State sanitary authorities to provide 
for the establishment of special leper houses, and that since some of the 
cases appear to have been contracted from contact or contagion, the prac¬ 
tice of introducing patients suffering with leprosy into the crowded wards 
of any large city hospital, should at once be discontinued. 

Elaborate mortuary statistics, suggestions of sanitary measures requisite 
for improving the health of New Orleans, and detailed reports from dis¬ 
trict sanitary inspectors make up the remainder of the book. 

2. The volume from Colorado comprises the President, Dr. F. J. Ban¬ 
croft’s address, with a short paper on ventilation and clothing by T. G. 
Horn, M.D., of Colorado Springs, which make up the report of 1879, and 
a number of valuable essays forming the report of 1880. Dr. H. A. 
Lemen, of Denver, contributes an article upon the nature, causes, and 
prevention of typhoid fever, which enters very freely into the subject, and 
is followed by the history of an epidemic of typhoid in Denver in which 
our knowledge of the causation of this fatal disease is intelligently applied 
to explanation of its origin (as so frequently met with elsewhere) in the 
pollution of drinking water by sewage. Dr. H. K. Steele furnishes a series 
of aphorisms upon sewerage and house drainage, which might be committed 
to memory by every plumber’s apprentice with advantage; Dr. Bancroft 
advocates the advantages of Prof. H. R. Storer’s admirable plan for sani¬ 
tary protective associations ; and Dr. Dougan gives us some valuable and 
original observations upon the influence of the Denver altitude (10,000 
feet) upon the human organism. Among these effects Dr. Dougan enu¬ 
merates a marked stimulation of the whole system and an increase of the 
chest capacity. He admits the unusual frequency and great fatality of 
pneumonia and some other inflammatory affections, but claims that this is 
more than balanced by comparative exemption from malarial and zymotic 
diseases, so that the average influence of the climatic conditions in Colo¬ 
rado is favourable to health. 

3. The Biennial Report of the North Carolina Board records a praise¬ 
worthy effort of the physicians of that State to gain for their fellow-citizens 
the blessings conferred by due regard to the laws of sanitary science. 
These blessings, however, we regret to see, are but imperfectly appreciated 
since the philanthropic secretary, Dr. Thomas F. Wood, of Wilmington, 
has been compelled to generously advance out of his own pocket over four 
hundred dollars for necessary expenses, the pittance of two hundred dollars 
annually being of course lamentably insufficient. It is to be hoped that 
the eyes of the State authorities may soon be opened wide enough to per¬ 
ceive that “ public health is public wealth,” and that to secure the latter 
by the former, a liberal expenditure is the truest economy. 

To a detailed account of the establishment of the Board, and its auxili- 
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ary county boards of health, is added a number of appendices giving in¬ 
structions as to the method of making autopsies; information respecting 
drainage, drinking-water, disinfectants, etc.; and an elaborate article upon 
sanitary engineering. Little or no originality is claimed for these circu¬ 
lars, which, however, are useful compilations likely to prove of great value 
to those for whom they have been prepared. J. G. E. 


Art. XLIX_ Syphilis and Marriage. Lectures delivered at the St. 

Louis Hospital , Paris. By Alfred Fournier, Professeur a la 
Faculte de Medecine de Paris, etc. Translated by P. Albert 
Morrow, M.D., Physician to Skin and Venereal Department, New 
York Dispensary. 8vo. pp. 251. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 
1880. 

This book takes us back to the clinic rooms and the wards of the Hopi- 
tal St. Louis ; and it is with the liveliest recollection of the earnestness 
and volubility with which the author used to enunciate “ primo” and 
pass on to “ secundo” that we find ourselves reading what once we 
caught as it fell from his lips. Yet, not exactly that; for the translator 
has not always hit the precise meaning of the writer, and more than a few 
times we find what sounded pathetic in France and in French to make a 
hard and disagreeable impression here and in English. 

But, though there are many such infelicities, the substance of the origi¬ 
nal work is faithfully represented in the translation before us. This sub¬ 
stance must now be pretty familiar to most of our readers, since abstracts 
of it have been very common of late in the medical periodicals. Four¬ 
nier teaches that a man who has syphilis—not who has had it—may not 
marry; that a man who has been cured, as evidenced by an immunity 
from active manifestations for two years—may; and that if, by accident 
or wilfully, a man with an uncured syphilis marries, he must use the ex- 
tremest measures to prevent the possibility of infecting his wife and beget¬ 
ting diseased children. An elaboration of these ideas and the statement 
of cases supporting them make up the most important part of the book 
before us. Incidentally other questions come up; as, for example, the still 
mooted one of paternal heredity. In regard to this, as is well known, 
Fournier believes a syphilitic father may impregnate a healthy woman, 
the foetus being syphilitic and the mother remaining healthy. He also 
believes that such a foetus, inheriting syphilis from its father, may, in 
utero, infect its mother, who thus becomes syphilitic “ by conception.” 

The unreliability of sulphur waters, as revealers of latent syphilis, is 
now too well-established to need much further argument; but Fournier 
ranges himself positively against the old belief that they had some value 
as a test. 

The book before us has a scientific value proportioned to the rare oppor¬ 
tunities and fine talents of its author. Beyond this, it discloses, with the 
effusiveness characteristic of his countrymen, those qualities of heart 
which have made him not only the respected but also the popular teacher 
that he is. C. W. D. 



